Screenplay Formatting
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While there is no official "correct" way to format or write a script, having a formatted screenplay can really do wonders for your overall production! It can turn a disorganized group of actors, videographers, and directors into an efficient team of filmmakers. Screenplays help project your vision into the eyes of your entire film crew! Word, ya heard? After all, there comes a time when every writer/filmmaker should transition their film script from this:
[image: http://a.vimeocdn.com/si/videoschool/screenplay1.jpg]
To this!
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Screenwriting is basically comprised of four simple components: Stage direction and shot headings (or Slug Lines), Action, Character names, and Dialogue. 
Slug Lines help establish scene and setting. At the beginning of each new scene there should always be a quick slug line. They usually look something like this:
[image: http://a.vimeocdn.com/si/videoschool/screenplay3.png]
INT. and EXT. stand for Interior and Exterior. They provide the reader with a setting for the scene. Interior meaning the scene takes place inside, exterior meaning outside. Typically a hyphen (or dash) separates location from time of day. Sluglines are typically typed across the page from left margin to right margin in ALL CAPS.
Action is used to describe what the audience will be experiencing on the screen.
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Action is always written in present tense and follows standard rules of grammar. Some screenwriters choose to include camera direction within their screenplay. (i.e. As he walks by, we pan over to see a young man peaking around the corner.) We do not recommend to add direction in your screenplay, this can be left for the director.
Sounds are typically capitalized to emphasize the noise behind the action. For example, the bus SCREECHED to a stop. (Add more E's if needed!)
Character Names are introduced within the action. When introducing a character, always capitalize their NAME. This rule doesn't just apply to the main characters. If you are introducing a BODYGUARD or MAGICIAN, the same rules apply!
Dialogue is the words that the characters speak. Simple enough!
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It is important to remember that screenplay dialogue uses no quotations and it is usually centered and starts under the characters name. Also, if you want to add detail of what the character looks like or how he delivers the line, just add it in parenthesis below the characters name, like so:
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Here is a example using all of the techniques we have gone over:
[image: http://a.vimeocdn.com/si/videoschool/screenplay8.png]
One final detail, your screenplay should be written on standard 8.5 x 11 inch paper. Always use Courier font, 12 point. (OR ELSE...)
You'll find that presenting your thoughts following these simple conventions will help to more clearly convey your ideas to your cast and crew which will make your production go more smoothly. That sounds like a good thing, right? Now you're all set. 
Go write your screenplay!
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EXT. NEW JERSEY HARBOR - DOCK 14 - EARLY MORNING
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o security guard patrols a lobby floor. As he walks by, a young man peaks
around the corner. He is dressed in a futuristic skin-tight jumpsuit. He

begins to sneak towards the door upon seeing the security guards back.
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AN

Hi, I'm Dan.

DEREK
Pleasure to meet ya, Dan.

AN
S0, how was your flight?

DEREK
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MATT
(nervously)

Haha..yeah. Well welcom- oh no no
you can't smoke in here, sorry.
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EXT. THE BAYOU

‘Harrison, Derels, John, and Trevor stand at the top of the hill, setting up
the shot. Down by the bayou, Will teaches Suzan how to skip Tooks. They
are in costume, with Will looking poor, and Suzan like & flower-child from
the sixties. He makes jokes and she glgles.

TREVOR
Wi

‘Wil looks up. He and Suzan look guilty.

TREVOR. (CONT'D)
Come on, we're ready to start!

WILL
(Turns to Suzan)

‘Well goodbye, I have to go mest you for the
first time.

She laughs.

‘Wil jogs up to the camers.
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INT. DEREK'S HOUSE
Derek talks on the phone.
DEREK
Al right, T talk to you tomorrow then,
Eye.

He hangs up. From the other room, we hear Derek's step dad, Jeff, yell.
Joff has a distinctive Texas accent,

JEFF
Derek! Derek take out the trash!

Derek mocks Jeffs accent,
DEREK
Derek, take out the trash. Take out the
trash Derek

Derek comes to the realization that this is the accent he's been looking
for.

DEREK (CONT'D)
(Stands up)

1am Major General James Stratford and
‘you WILL take out the trashi

JEFF
What!

FILMING DAY TWO: VIETNAM

IN CAMERA

‘The boys are in the Back 40. John and Harrison are dressed as soldiers,
playing cards, and Derek is a commander. Will s in his uniform with a
duffel bag.

DEREK
Welcome to Vietnam, boy! I'm Major:
General Jim Stratford, but everyone calls
me Bowie.
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